Letter to grant beneficiaries on the declaration of crisis situation
and the possibility to use flexible procedures

< Letterhead of Contracting Authority >

<Date >

< Name and address of the grant beneficiary >

Dear Sir/Madam,
Subject:
<Title and identification number of the contract>
Use of flexible procedures in [country/region within a country] 
With reference to the above contract, I can inform you that <include information on the current exceptional circumstances in the country(ies) and/or region(s) justifying the recognition of crisis situation.>
As a result of the aforementioned circumstances, the European Commission has decided to declare <country/region> in crisis situation pursuant to letter (a) of Section 7 of Annex IV of the grant contract.  
Although you may make use of negotiated procedure, and having in mind the specificities of the case, you are invited to consider where appropriate and practicable, to allow a certain degree of competition.  The principles mentioned in Section 1 of Annex IV of the grant contract on transparency and fair competition should be respected wherever possible.  These decisions should be duly documented in line with Article 16 of the General Conditions of the grant contract, like with any other procurement procedure.
As regards rules on nationality and origin, [it is reminded that you must seek the Contracting Authority's prior approval, on a case-by-case basis, for any derogation] or [you are hereby granted a derogation] to the eligibility rules established in Section 2 of Annex IV of the grant contract in case of unavailability of products and services for reasons of extreme urgency or where the eligibility rules would make the realisation of a project, a programme or an action impossible or exceedingly difficult.
I can also inform you that you (or, where applicable, your partners) are not required to show that you cannot reclaim taxes during the above mentioned period.  Nevertheless, you will have to certify that the concerned taxes have not been or will not be recovered from the local tax authorities. 
The application of these flexible procedures will be possible as from DD/MM/YYYY and are valid until DD/MM/YYYY.  The indicated period may be extended on the basis of a review of the situation.  If the period is extended you will be informed accordingly.  Without such explicit extension, the application of this flexibility will stop.
[Finally, I draw your attention to the confidential character of this information pursuant to Article 5 of the General Conditions, and should be treated accordingly]. 
Yours faithfully,

< Name >
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